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Moneytalk Academy
We recently completed our first ever Moneytalk
Academy! We send a BIG thank you to New City
Church in Shawnee for allowing us to use their
space. This was a 6-week financial life-skill
workshop series where the attendees not only
learned new skills, but had an opportunity to apply it
to their own life situation. The workshops were filled
with tons of practical information, how-to's, hands-on
activities, and loads of fun.
The attendees created their vision of the future, set
goals, learned about managing their bank account,
budgeting, credit reports, and vehicle ownership.
Each night began with a free dinner for the
attendees, their children, and the volunteers.
Raising Cane's Chicken Fingers provided dinner for
2 of the nights (they donated about 75% of the
meals). We had enough to send the moms home
with dinner for a second night. They were extremely
grateful.
We had pizza one night. Another night we had
homemade lasagna with salad, chips, and cookies.
Most evenings, our dinner volunteers were from New
City Church - Shawnee.

One evening, we had volunteers from Community
Impact Church provide casseroles, salads, and
dessert for everyone.

While we were hoping for 10-25 attendees, we had a
consistent 3 single moms with a 4th who was able to
join us for 2 of the weeks until she had surgery.
While these ladies had lots in common, their
situations were very different.

Money is, unfortunately, seen as a sign of someone's
value, success and worth in our culture. This makes
it very difficult to talk about your own situation in a
group setting. These workshops provided a safe,
judgement free opportunity for these attendees to
discuss their situation, struggles, and questions.
They told us this was one of their favorite aspects of
the workshops.
We had one paid individual. We felt it was important
for the comfort and safety of both the parents and
children to have one consistent adult in the childcare
area. Other childcare workers were primarily
National Honor Society students from Mill Valley
High School and Shawnee Mission NorthWest High
School.
On the first night, the kids were able to go outside
and enjoy the church's playground. The rest of the
evenings were too cold and they had to play
indoors. According to the parents, the kids were
always super excited to come and play with their
friends. The kids were more sad to see the
Moneytalk Academy end than the adults (and the
adults didn't want it to end)!
Derek Skidmore, from Dickinson Financial (parent
company to Armed Forces Bank and Academy
Bank) volunteered to help with 3 of the workshop
evenings and even got in on some of the games. He
provided great additional information from a banks

perspective. Academy Bank provided a large portion
of the cash donation to fund the Moneytalk
Academy.

Tammie Green, co-owner of Christian Brothers
Automotive in Shawnee and a member of our board
of directors, helped teach the ladies about
automotive maintenance; demonstrated good vs bad
parts such as brakes and belts; and taught them
about typical causes for common symptoms to help
them feel more confident when taking their vehicle in
for repair. Christian Brothers Automotive in
Shawnee provided a large portion of the cash used
to host Moneytalk Academy.
One of the big surprises for graduation was enough
no-sew fleece blankets for each adult and each of
their children to have warm blankets this winter.
There was enough for them to shop for friends and
family as well. Thank you to Salena Minich and her
girl scout troop for helping with the blanket
preparation by getting all the cutting done prior to our
graduation celebration.
Michelle Distler, the Mayor of Shawnee, stopped by
to say a few words of encouragement to the ladies.
She also helped with the presentation of the
graduation certificates and lots of photo ops.

Our winner of the $100 cash drawing was Jean
Kane. All of our mom's were very deserving of the
prize. Jean felt very blessed to win the funds to help
cover mounting medical expenses.
Angie Weston, owner of KC Moonlight Productions
and Metro Brides photography, provided the
beautiful backdrop for our many photo opportunities.

The Moneytalk Academy overall cost was just over
$7,675. Only $1,185 of that was in cash
expenditures or 15%. Leaving 85% of the cost in inkind and volunteer hours.
The other costs are in over 225 volunteer hours
(using the Federal volunteer hour rate for 2019,
valued at $5,753). We also had in-kind donations of
$750.
Sign up here to attend the next Moneytalk Academy

Sign up here to volunteer or sponsor the next
Moneytalk Academy.

Prayerfully consider making a donation on Tuesday, Dec 3rd for #GivingTuesday.
Every donation at any time counts! Any and all amounts do make a difference in the
lives of those in need.
$10 will provide a financial literacy workshop for a student
$25 will provide a gas or grocery gift card for a single parent
$50 will provide a vehicle safety repair so someone can get to work
$25 monthly donation by 100 families will provide space needed to: Support
additional volunteers; Continued increase in the number of workshops and students
reached; After school help for students needing the homework help, support, and a
safe place to hang out; Ability to pull credit reports for coaching clients or anyone
wanting to check their report; Workshops for those we reach in the community;

Summer camp style financial life-skills for young adults and high school students;
Donated vehicle and vehicle assistance support; and much more.

In order for some companies to match,
which doubles the impact of your
money, there is a minimum amount. If
this the situation with your company,
feel free to donate accordingly to reach
the desired minimum.
Donate now or on #GivingTuesday
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